
 

 

Year 3 Giraffes Newsletter – Autumn 2  

Welcome 
Welcome back! We hope you have had a wonderful October half term. We have lots of new learning 
this half term that I am sure you will enjoy engaging with. Please see below for the information about 
our curriculum for this second half term.  

Reading 
Reading will consist of two sessions of paired and independent reading each week. Every 
fortnight, we will also complete a comprehension activity that will support the written 
aspect of reading. The adults in class will aim hear all of the children read independently at least once 
over each two-week period. It is important that your children bring their reading book and diary to 
school each day. There will also be two sessions of novel reading; the children will read another book 
from these choices. 

 

Writing 
This term we will be focusing on a Roald Dahl text ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’. Using 
this book, we will be writing a character description, making a list poem, a method for 
their own marvellous medicine and learning to punctuate a conversation between characters.  
Our second text is called ‘Ice Palace’ by Robert Swindells. Some writing activities include: a setting 
description, an account in first person, a narrative, newspaper article and persuasive advertisement. 

 
In grammar, punctuation and spelling, children will learn about vowels and 
consonants and whether ‘a’ or ‘an’ is used. There will be a focus on words 
with prefixes including anti- and auto-. We will continue to have weekly 
spelling tests, which will be handed to children and placed on Spelling Frame. 
 

Maths 
Children will need to practice their times table knowledge for 3x, 4x and 8x times tables. Children 
will build and use arrays to enhance their knowledge of the link between repeated addition and 
multiplication and to explore commutativity. For example, they recognise that 3 lots of 5 is equal 



 

to 5 lots of 3. Children will be using their knowledge of multiples of 2 to decide if a number is even or odd. 
They will also learn to recognise that a whole number is even if it has an even number of ones, regardless of 
whether the tens and hundreds digits are odd. For example, 576 is even because there are 6 ones and 6 is 
even. Additionally, children will be learning to construct fact families and use pictorial representations to make 
links between multiplication and division. It is important that children understand the structure of the times-
table and can derive unknown facts from known facts by using strategies such as doubling/halving and 
partitioning, as well as using commutativity and the inverse operation. 

Science 
The focus will be ‘Forces and Magnets’. They will learn about pushes, pulls and twists, 
friction and describe the effects of magnets. There will lots of opportunities to work scientifically by 
planning investigations, labelling diagrams with arrows and scientific vocabulary as well as drawing 
conclusions.  
 

Computing 
In computing this term, the children will begin learning about online safety by 
understanding the importance of a good password, communication online and thinking 
critically about website content. Later, the children will learn about spreadsheets, including creating 
tables of data and graphs. Some app tools will also be explored.  

Art 
This term in Art we will be learning draw in a unit called ‘Growing artists’. Children will 
learn to draw botanical art, explore composition and shading, texture, scale, and tone 
through artists such as Charles Darwin, Maud Perdy and Max Ernst.  

 

History:  
Would you prefer to live in the Stone age, Bronze Age or Iron Age?  

In history this term we will learn that prehistory was a long time ago. By the 
end of the unit, children will be able to explain which period they would 
prefer to have lived in, providing evidence for their choice. The children learn 
where AD and BC appear on a timeline, identify conclusions that are certainties and possibilities 
based on archaeological evidence and explain the limitations of archaeological evidence. During our 
unit we will use artefacts to make deductions about the Amesbury Archer’s life. Additionally, the 
children will identify changes and continuities between the Neolithic and Iron Age periods. 

Music 
The focus this term in music is exploring and developing playing skills using the 
glockenspiel. Children will learn to read the notes C, D, E+, F by playing some tunes. This 
will include introducing and recording their own performance.  

PE 
PE days this term will be Monday and Tuesday. 
Monday will be ball skills (outdoors). They will develop their accuracy and consistency 
when tracking a ball, explore a variety of throwing techniques and learn to select the appropriate 
throw for the situation. They will develop catching with one and two hands as well as dribbling with 
feet and hands. 
Tuesday will be dance (indoors), which will be delivered by a coach. Children will learn to perform 
short, self-choreographed phrases showing an awareness of timing. 

PSHE 
In PSHE this term our Keeping/Staying Safe module offers the opportunity to help children 
identify potential dangers in different environments. Throughout this module, students will learn rules for and 



 

practise simple ways of keeping safe and finding help. The knowledge gained throughout this module will 
support the children in gaining the skills and vocabulary to help maintain their personal safety now and in the 
future. 

RE 
In RE the children will learn all about how Christians celebrate Christmas and they will explore 
whether Christmas is a festival of light or love based on their knowledge of the Christmas story 

Spanish 
In Spanish, children will learn about the seasons ‘Las estaciones’. They will learn to say what their 
favourite season is and why.  

 

Enrichment 
We will have a visitor for our RE unit to talk about the importance of light in Christianity. 

 

Homework Project 
Science:  

- Find forces in action around your home and garden. You can draw diagrams or write to 
explain where or how the forces work.  

- You could find out about the history of magnets. 
History: 

- Research the Stone, Iron or Bronze Age. Find something of interest to you to present to the 
class. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Skills Builder 
The Skills Builder Universal Framework provides a common language for building essential skills with 

children and young people. 
 

Research shows that building essential skills supports social and emotional wellbeing, learning and 
academic outcomes and careers and opportunities 

 
 

Rewards 
The children will receive ‘Dojo Points’ as reward for good behaviour,  

work and attitude.  

 
 

 



 

Class information 

Class Teacher: Mrs Gregory 
kgregory@corbyprimaryacademy.org  

 
Supported by: Mrs Edwards 

 
Please remember to name your child’s school jumper or cardigan.  

 
We request that all children bring a named water bottle to school every day and when the weather is 

warmer a sun hat and sun cream. 
 

Please remember if you are making your child a packed lunch, we ask you not to put anything in that 

contains nuts. 

  Dates for the diary! 

Autumn 2 
Monday 30th October – school reopens for pupils. 

Thursday 9th November – Reception 2024 Open evening 4.00pm – 5.00pm 

Friday 10th November - Discos 

Monday 13th November – Anti-bullying week – Odd Socks Day 

Friday 17th November – Children in Need Day 

Friday 1st December – GAT Training Day – school closed. 

Monday 11th December – Reception Nativity 2.00 pm 

Tuesday 12th December – Nursery Sing-along - 9.0 am. 

Tuesday 12th December – Reception Nativity – 2.00pm 

Wednesday 13th December – Christmas Dinner and jumper day 

Friday 15th December – Christmas Crafts afternoon 1.30pm 

Monday 18th December – KS1 Christmas Concerts 9.30am and 2.00pm 

Tuesday 19th December – KS2 Christmas Concert 2.30pm 

Wednesday 20th December – school closes for Christmas 
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