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Whole School Geography Progression Map  

At Corby Primary Academy, Geography inspires a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people, fostering a lifelong interest. 

From the Early Years, pupils work collaboratively to explore geographical concepts, developing their understanding through discussion, 

group tasks, and shared enquiry. Our curriculum immerses pupils in rich geographical language, enabling them to articulate their 

understanding of places, processes, and human impact with confidence. Teachers ensure that vocabulary is embedded and used 

purposefully to support deeper learning and discussion. We are committed to providing an inclusive geography curriculum that reflects 

the diverse world we live in. Lessons are designed to be accessible and meaningful for all pupils, ensuring that every child can engage 

with and contribute to geographical learning, regardless of background or ability. Memorable experiences, such as fieldwork, interactive 

mapping, and real-world case studies, bring geography to life. These hands-on opportunities allow pupils to make meaningful 

connections between their learning and the world around them, fostering a sense of responsibility towards the environment and society. 

We encourage pupils to be bold in their geographical thinking, asking challenging questions about sustainability, human impact, and 

global change. By developing their ability to question, analyse, and evaluate geographical issues, we nurture responsible global citizens 

who are equipped to make a positive impact on their local and global communities. 
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Geography in the Early Years  

The seven areas of learning within the EYFS framework mean that it is structured differently from the National Curriculum. Broadly, 

geography is aligned to the Understanding the World – people, culture, and communities area, as well as the natural world. However, 

pupils can access geography learning through other areas such as literacy, communication, and language, where they can discuss 

places, describe environments, and share personal experiences. Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of 

their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increase their knowledge and 

sense of the world around them – from exploring different environments such as parks, rivers, and gardens to engaging with maps, 

stories, and discussions about places beyond their immediate surroundings. These experiences help children develop an awareness of 

diverse cultures, locations, and the relationships between people and their environments (Development Matters, 2023). 

 

3 and 4-year-olds will be learning to: 

• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.  

• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things 

• Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 
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Reception to Key Stage 1  

Development Matters Early learning goal  Key Stage 1 Curriculum Links 

• Draw information from a simple map. 

• Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst 
outside. 

• Recognise some environments that are 
different from the one in which they live. 

• Understand that some places are special to 
members of their community 

• Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 
countries. 

• Explore the natural world around them. 

• Understand the effect of changing seasons 
on the natural world around them. 

• Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps. 

• Explain some similarities and differences between life 
in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when 
appropriate) maps. 

• Know some similarities and differences between the 
natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class 

• Understand some important processes and changes 
in the natural world around them, including the 
seasons. 

• Explore the natural world around them, making 
observations and drawing pictures of animals and 
plants. 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 

United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 

countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 

stage. 

• Use simple compass directions (North, South, East 

and West) and locational and directional language 

to describe the location of features and routes on a 

map. 

• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

features; devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 

the geography of their school and its grounds and 

the key human and physical features of its 

surrounding environment 

• Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through studying the human and physical geography 

of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a 

small area in a contrasting non-European country 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 

United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 

areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 

North and South Poles 
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Long Term Plan 24-25 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

N 

Communication & 

Language 

 

Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Development 

Understanding the 

World 

Immediate environment 
Natural world 
Seasons 

Communities 
 

Seasons 
Natural world 
Communities 

Natural world Natural world 
 

Familiar people 
Communities 

 

R 

Enchanted Woodlands 

Physical features of the 

woodlands - Little Red Riding 

Hood  

 

 

Tell Me a Story 
Bear hunt- physical features 

Rama and Sita – India 

Nativity Story – Bethlehem 

To Infinity and Beyond 

Geographical location- 

America 

Comparison of different 

cultures in different countries. 

 
 

A Long, Long Time Ago 
Discussions about the earth 

and how dinosaurs lived on the 
earth before us. 

Fossils in the ground. 
 

 

 

In the garden 

Provision can include soil and 

rocks. 

Children watch a caterpillar 

over time they will look at the 

type of habitat they live in. 

 

 

 

 

The Sea 

Comparing British seaside to 

an overseas seaside location. 

Different sand sculptures and 

castles, with damp sand in a 

tuff spot tray encourage the 

children to make their own. 

 

Y1 Locational 

Knowledge 

 

Place 

Knowledge 

 

Human and 

Physical 

Geography 

 

Geographical 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

What is it like here?  What is the weather like 

in the UK? 

 What is it like to live in 

Shanghai? 

 

Y2  Would you prefer to live 

in a hot or cold place? 

 Why is our world 

wonderful? 

 What is it like to live by 

the coast> 

Y3 Why do people live near 

volcanoes? 

 Who lives in Antarctica?  Are all settlements the 

same? 

 

Y4  Where does our food 

come from? 

 Why are rainforests 

important to us? 

 What are rivers and how 

are they formed? 

Y5 What is life like in the 

Alps? 

 Why do oceans matter?  Would you like to live in 

the desert? 

 

Y6  Why does population 

change? 

 Where does our energy 

come from? 

 Can I carry out an 

independent fieldwork 

enquiry? 
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Knowledge in Geography 

 

Substantive Knowledge: This is the content that pupils will learn through studying the Geography curriculum here at Corby Primary: the recognised 

knowledge of the world and the human and physical processes that affect the people and environments within it. This content is separated into the 

following areas in the National Curriculum and within our scheme of work: 

• Locational knowledge 

• Place knowledge 

• Human and physical geography 

• Geographical skills and fieldwork. 

 

Our long term plan is not colour-coded in any way for Geography because all of these four strands are woven into each unit that our children study. 

The progression of this knowledge and skills can be found in the coming pages.  

 

Disciplinary Knowledge: This is the way in which children gain their knowledge. Fieldwork enquiries in each unit give pupils the opportunity to 

understand and follow the same processes that geographers follow to find answers to questions and to consider the validity of their answers.  

 

Procedural Knowledge: This is the knowing how to do something. This knowledge is predominantly gained through the skills and fieldwork strand. 

Children learn knowledge of how to collect, analyse and communicate data from fieldwork, maps and other sources, whilst also considering how to 

interpret this. 
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Substantive Knowledge Progression 

 

 

Statements which appear with an asterisk* are those which appear under more than one strand. 
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Geographical Concepts Progression 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Geography Progression Map                                                                                                                                                         Corby Primary Academy  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Geography Progression Map                                                                                                                                                         Corby Primary Academy  

 
 

 

 

 



Geography Progression Map                                                                                                                                                         Corby Primary Academy  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Geography Progression Map                                                                                                                                                         Corby Primary Academy  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Geography Progression Map                                                                                                                                                         Corby Primary Academy  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Geography Progression Map                                                                                                                                                         Corby Primary Academy  

 


