
 

The Great Race Lunar New Year 

Each year’s Lunar New Year is named after a different animal. The New Year is celebrated each year on a date between January and 
February. This date changes every year.  This year was 1st Feb. 

This comes from a legend of The Great Race where the Emperor of China 
raced 13 different animals. 

A dragon is used in the celebrations and decorations. The dragon is said to 
bring luck. 

This year is the year of the tiger. The decorations often feature the colour red as this colour is lucky to 
Chinese people. 

Key animal action words Describing words 

rat sang clever 

tiger swam strong 

ox carried kind 

dragon helped warm-hearted 

dog played playful 

pig slept tired 


